
Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers’ Meeting 

October 13, 2014 

Note:  These minutes reflect the Board’s actions only, and do not include remarks made by 

members of the Board of Managers, Legal Counsel, Village Staff or others in attendance.   

 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 

Michael L. Denger, Chair         Present 

Patricia S. Baptiste, Vice Chair        Present 

Richard M. Ruda, Secretary         Present 

David L. Winstead, Assistant Secretary       Absent 

Gary Crockett, Treasurer         Present  

Robert C. Goodwin, Jr., Assistant Treasurer       Present 

Elissa A. Leonard, Board Member        Present 

 

STAFF 

Shana R. Davis-Cook, Village Manager       Present 

John Fitzgerald, Chief of Police        Present 

Michael Younes, Director of Municipal Operations      Present 

Demetri Protos, Finance Director        Present 

Ellen Sands, Permitting and Code Enforcement Coordinator    Present 

Melissa Wiak, Community Liaison/Administrative Assistant    Present 

 

COUNSEL 

Suellen M. Ferguson, Village Counsel       Present 

 

Mr. Michael Denger, Chair of the Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers, called the meeting 

to order at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Winstead was absent. 

 

Approval of Minutes from the Board’s Regular Meeting held on September 8, 2014. 

Minutes of the Board’s regular meeting held on September 8, 2014 were circulated to the Board 

prior to the meeting.  

 

Mr. Crockett moved to approve the minutes of the Board of Managers’ regular monthly meeting 

held on September 8, 2014, as drafted.  Mr. Ruda seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. 

Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. 

The motion passed. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Tree Removal Consent Agreement Case No. 2153: Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Anderson 

29 West Kirke Street.  Request to remove a twelve (12) inch diameter Red Maple located in the 

northeast (rear) yard of the property in order to relocate a garden shed and expand the play space 

of the rear yard. 

 



There were no requests for this matter to be removed from the Consent Agenda. The Consent 

agenda was deemed approved. 

 

Special Permit Request 

A-6627(a) & (b):  Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Rippeon, 6134 Nevada Avenue 

Expand a portion of a concrete driveway on the private property and in the public right-

of-way: 

 

a) The proposed driveway on private property would be expanded in width 

beyond the fifteen (15) foot limit a total of four (4) square feet  on the east 

side and would measure between fifteen (15) feet and twenty (20) feet in 

width. 

b) The driveway and apron in the public right-of-way would be expanded a total of 

twenty-three (23) square feet on the east side and would measure  between eleven 

feet, six inches (11’-6”) and twenty (20) feet in width in the East Melrose Street public 

right-of-way.  

 

Mr. Crockett moved to approve the Special Permit Request in case A-6627 (a) & (b) on the basis 

that that evidence presented, including the Staff Report and Case Synopsis, demonstrates that the 

applicable requirements for approval of the Special Permit have been met. Staff is directed to 

draft a decision based on this evidence, including findings of fact and conclusions, approving the 

Special Permit request.  Ms. Leonard seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, 

Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s Report was distributed prior to the meeting. No action was taken by the Board. 

 

Police Report 

The Police Report was distributed prior to the meeting. No action was taken by the Board.  

 

Chief Fitzgerald presented a report recommending a departmental body-worn camera program. 

Following the Chief’s report, the Board referred the matter to the Village’s Public Safety 

Committee for additional public comment.  

 

Committee Matters 

 

Audit Committee  

 Presentation of the draft audited financial statements for FY2014 prepared by the 

independent auditing firm Lindsey & Associates, LLC 

 

Robert Diss, CPA, Vice President of Lindsey & Associates, LLC presented the draft audit and 

reported that his firm had rendered a clean opinion regarding the Village’s financial statements 

for the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2014.  The final audit will be submitted to the State of 

Maryland by October 31, 2014.  No action was taken by the Board. 

 

Public Hearing: Report from the Board Task Force on Committees  



 

Gail Feldman of Oxford Street spoke in opposition to the elimination of the Budget Committee 

and the limited membership (3 people) for the proposed new committee, Financial Review 

Committee.  Discussion followed. 

 

Ms. Baptiste moved to approve the Report from the Board Task Force on Committees, provided 

that membership on the Financial Review Committee is expanded from three to five members. 

Mr. Crockett seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. 

Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Board Appointments of Chairs to the Charter Review and Welcoming Committees 

Mr. Denger recommended Minh Le of Oliver Street be appointed as Chair of the Welcoming 

Committee and Board Vice Chair Patricia Baptiste be appointed as Chair of the Charter Review 

Committee.  

 

Mr. Crockett moved to appoint Minh Le as Chair of the Welcoming Committee and Patricia 

Baptiste as Chair of the Charter Review Committee.  Mr. Goodwin seconded the motion. Mr. 

Denger, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. 

Ms. Baptiste abstained from voting. The motion passed.  

 

Old Business & Status Reports 

 

Public Hearing and Proposed Board Action: Petition for a Sidewalk along the south side of 

the 5500 block of Grove Street 

 

Robert Taylor of 5517 Grove Street requested that the proposed sidewalk be redesigned so as to 

minimize impact to a Red Maple tree located in the public right-of-way adjacent to his property. 

 

Daniel Mullen of 5509 Grove Street concurred with Mr. Taylor and requested that an effort be 

made to minimize tree impacts wherever possible along the distance of the proposed sidewalk.  

 

Ms. Joyce Farr of 5511 Grove Street opposed the proposed location of the sidewalk in relation to 

her property as she felt it would encroach on her privacy, but she supported the installation as 

long as an effort were made to keep it as close to the curb as possible.  

 

Mr. Ruda moved to approve a sidewalk along the south side of the 5500 block of Grove Street, 

and directed staff to make reasonable efforts to address the neighbors’ concerns expressed 

during the public hearing. Mr. Goodwin seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. 

Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion 

passed.  

 

Follow-up Report: Potential Community Composting Program  

A proposed mailing including an explanatory cover letter, FAQs and a questionnaire regarding a 

possible community composting program was presented to the Board prior to the meeting.   

 



Mr. Goodwin moved to approve the Community Composting Program mailing, as drafted and 

moved to direct staff to distribute the mailing to all Village households.  Ms. Baptiste seconded 

the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard 

voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

New Business  

 

Proposed for Board Action: Maintenance and Design Plans for Newlands Park  

A design and maintenance plan for Newlands Park, created by Landscape Architect Lila 

Fendrick, was distributed to the Board prior to the meeting. 

 

Ms. Leonard moved to approve the Maintenance and Design Plan for Newlands Park, as 

drafted.  Mr. Crockett seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, 

Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Introduction of Resolution No. 10-01-14:  An Ordinance to amend Chapter 2, “Public Ethics”, 

Sec. 2-3, “Definitions” and Sec. 2-6, “Financial Disclosure – local elected officials and 

candidates to be local elected officials”, to clarify the definition of mutual fund interest that must 

be reported, to conform to recent changes in the election law and to provide a procedure when a 

candidate filing is incomplete. 

 

The Board indicated its support of the Ordinance as drafted.  No action was taken by the Board, 

pending a review by the Maryland State Ethics Commission’s General Counsel.  

 

Resolution No. 10-02-14:  An Ordinance to enact Chapter 26, “Election Supervisors”, Secs. 26-

1 through 21-5, to set the composition, term, qualifications and duties of the Election 

Supervisors. 

 

Ms. Baptiste moved to approve Resolution No. 10-02-14 as drafted.  Mr. Crockett seconded the 

motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett. Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard 

voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Resolution No. 10-03-14: An Ordinance to amend Chapter 24, “Procurement and Disposition”, 

Article II, “Source selection and contract information”, Division 2, “Competitive bidding and 

proposal” to enact Sec. 24-15, “Override of bid and proposal requirements” to authorize a vote of 

five members of the Board of Managers to override bid and proposal requirements for good 

cause. 

  

Mr. Crockett moved to approve Resolution No. 10-03-14 as drafted. Ms. Leonard seconded the 

motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard 

voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Resolution No. 10-04-14:   An Ordinance to amend the fiscal year 2015 budget to increase 

expenditures to create a new capital projects line item for, and authorize, sidewalk installation, to 

create a new capital projects line item for, and authorize, Newlands Park development, and to 

transfer funds from general fund reserves to cover the expenditures. 



 

Ms. Baptiste moved to approve Resolution No. 10-04-14, as drafted. Ms. Leonard seconded the 

motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard 

voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Contract Authorization Request: 

 Village Hall Repairs, roof and gutter replacement and exterior painting 
Mr. Crockett moved to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a contract with Boulevard 

Contractors Corp. for the performance of various repairs to the Chevy Chase Village Hall 

including roof, gutter and downspout replacement and exterior painting.  Mr. Goodwin 

seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. 

Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed. 

 

 West Kirke Street/Laurel Parkway Intersection Engineering Study 

Mr. Goodwin moved to authorize the Village Manger to enter into a contract with A. Thomas 

Morton and Associates, Inc. for the performance engineering and design services relating to the 

intersection of West Kirke Street and Laurel Parkway.  Ms. Leonard seconded the motion. Mr. 

Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of 

the motion. The motion passed.  

 

 Street Sweeping 
Ms. Leonard moved to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a contract with Superior 

Facilities Management Services, LLC for the performance of street sweeping services throughout 

Chevy Chase Village. Ms. Baptiste seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, 

Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

 Village Hall Janitorial 
Mr. Ruda moved to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a contract with Alianza Building 

Services, Inc. for the performance of janitorial services within the Chevy Chase Village Hall and 

office.  Mr. Crockett seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, 

Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Manager’s Report 

The Manager’s Report was distributed prior to the meeting. No action was taken by the Board. 

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Crockett moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Goodwin seconded the motion. Mr. Denger, 

Ms. Baptiste, Mr. Ruda, Mr. Crockett, Mr. Goodwin, and Ms. Leonard voted in favor of the 

motion. The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 

       

     ____________________________________________ 

Secretary, Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers 

 

 

Final.  


